SOURCES – ESSAY 3

“No distinction do We make between any of His Messengers.”
(Baha’u’llah)
“Know thou assuredly that the essence of all the Prophets of God
is one and the same. Their unity is absolute. God, the Creator,
saith: There is no distinction whatsoever among the Bearers of My
Message. They all have but one purpose; their secret is the same
secret. To prefer one in honor to another, to exalt certain ones
above the rest, is in no wise to be permitted. Every true Prophet
hath regarded His Message as fundamentally the same as
the Revelation of every other Prophet gone before Him.”
(Baha’u’llah)
“Be ye assured, moreover, that the works and acts of each and
every one of these Manifestations of God, nay whatever pertaineth
unto them, and whatsoever they may manifest in the future, are
all ordained by God, and are a reflection of His Will and Purpose.
Whoso maketh the slightest possible difference between their
persons, their words, their messages, their acts and manners, hath
indeed disbelieved in God, hath repudiated His signs, and betrayed
the Cause of His Messengers” (Baha’u’llah).
“It matters not what name each calls himself—The Great Work is
One. Christ is ever in the world of existence. He has never
disappeared out of it. … Rest assured that Christ is present. The
Spiritual beauty we see around us today is from the breathings of
Christ.” (‘Abdu’l-Baha)

“The difference between a Christian and a Baha’i, therefore, is this:
There was a former springtime, and there is a springtime now. No
other difference exists because the foundations are the same.
Whoever acts completely in accordance with the teachings of Christ
is a Baha’i. The purpose is the essential meaning of Christian, not
the mere word. The purpose is the sun itself and not the dawning
points. For though the sun is one sun, its dawning points are many.
We must not adore the dawning points but worship the sun. We
must adore the reality of religion and not blindly cling to the
appellation Christianity. The Sun of Reality must be worshiped and
followed. … Be seekers of light, no matter from which lantern it
shines forth. Be not lovers of the lantern.” (‘Abdu’l-Baha)
“When Christians act according to the teachings of Christ, they are
called Baha’is” (‘Abdu’l-Baha).
“The Revelation, of which Bahá’u’lláh is the source and center,
abrogates none of the religions that have preceded it, nor does it
attempt, in the slightest degree, to distort their features or to
belittle their value. It disclaims any intention of dwarfing any of the
Prophets of the past, or of whittling down the eternal verity of their
teachings. It can, in no wise, conflict with the spirit that animates
their claims, nor does it seek to undermine the basis of any man’s
allegiance to their cause.” (Shoghi Effendi)

